o ——e. . , CLASSIFICATION spfut/ | o
’ CENTRAL INNCLLIGENCE AGENCY Eb%3;
INFORMATION REPORT
<
% COUNTRY Czechoslovaia DATE DISTR. «20 May 52
-E SUBJECT Voice of America Broadcasts to NQ..OF PAGES 9
s Czechoslovakia
PLACE : NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQUIRED ‘ ‘ (LISTED BELOW)

DATE SUPPLEMENT TO
ACQUIRED BY REPORT NO.

DATE OF INFCRMATION

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

APPROVED FOR
RELEASEL DATE:
14-Mar-2011

1. One of the most important aspects in the East-wWest struggle
is the right approach to the people behind the Iron Curtain.
Much mcre attention should be given to the most important means
of anti-Communist propaganda for such pecple, ie, radio broadcasts
beamed to those countries in the Soviet oruit. Listening to
Voice of america broadcasts in Czechoslovakia toiay is truly
nation~wide; abcut 70-80 per cent of the adult population
listens regularly to at least two programs a week. In the news
vacuum of the Soviet orbit, such broadcasts play a decisive
role, which, in my opinion, is still not fully realized by the
US. VOi'ls one competitor is Radio Free Europe, which is
regarded by the ozechs almost as their own station; RFE seems to
understand the difficult .ife in the CSR aud the .esperation and hopes
of the people. If RFE could overcome some technical difficulties,
it would lead VUi by a wide margin, but at present, I think
ttat VOA has a considerable edge over RFE. Jenerally, the great
ma jority of the Czech peuple like most of the VOA programs
guite well., They look eazerly to VUA as a source of information
on the fiee world, a ready reporter of world news, defender
and promoter o American interests and the American way of
1life, and tke intervreter of american opinion on the activities
of the Communists in thrat vart of the w-rld behind the Iron
Curtain. There are only twc small groups in Czechoslovakia
that do not listen to [oreisn broadecasts; the "hard core"
Communist Party members, and the small group of over-intellect-
ualized individuals, who hate Communism but have no faith in
destern democracy. The latter group is very danzerous; checking
its growth depends on lLhe e fectiveness of VOA and other
foreign broadcasts.

. CLASSIFICATION S}\ET
€ 417 m . DISTRISUTON 1
Ky KL B[R 1X 1 1




w0
try
=
3

"he number of radio sets in use today throughout Czechoslovakia in’
proportion to the population is ore of the highest 1n the world.
During the parliamentary debate on the 1952 budget {reported on
Radio Prague, 16 Mar 52), a member of parliamen® stated that during
1951 the number of radio owners who had registered thelr sets Aith
post office authorities showed a 5.3 per cent Increases over tlie
previous year. This means that at the present time there are well
over two million radio receivers in operation, which adds up to
about one set per family, including those irn Slowvakia., T think

that the figure may well be as hiph as three miliion. since many
sets captured from the Germars are not registerei., The regime seems
to encourage this wide-spread use of radio sebs, prasumably in the
hope that more people will listen no Radie Prapgue and cther Communist
broadcasts. Actually, I beliaeve that the add 1) radios mean an
inerease in the number of lis-eners to Czech cuafpe hreoadcasts
from abroad.

The quality of VOA reception on ihe
Reception is worst during the frapor Lan
grams, "Report From America' .u @ mOUrs  and
Czechoslovakia" at 1830 hours. DGenause mosk
fairly high quality (even the lowcr-priced se
bands), the people can usually find at least
broadcasts can be heard. Jamming seems Yo be L
as well as in the numbel ot wa ]
I have noticed that interlerc vl

proportion to the content of programs; io. wmlivg, was very
slight during the daily news bu® the mement commentary on
purges in Czechoslovakia begurn, vhe Jjamnicg ! s 30 wbtreng that
i1t was not possible to hear what 1 As 2istening to
the medium wave band is pr: o heavy and
constant jarnming, I belis : short wave.
The broadcasts of BBC and Rad:iu . are seldom
Jammed because of their poor iz concen-
trated on the broadcasts co she Communlsts
those of VOA and RFFE.

whele o2

‘seribed as good.
4 0 popular gpro-
insrica Calling

v, rradlcs are of

i short wave

ad where the

sing 1e strength
prinme recent months
adrasus s in direct

o+

snoslovakia 1s

In my opinion, the timlng of VOA Lro:
: : swcugh I do think

satisfactory to the majority ocf e
some improvement could be made. Tz oered that the
people in Czechoslovakila go wo bod @arly larda.’ heurs) from
sheer physical ezhaustion; in the rural areas p<ople retire even
earlier. The main shift in indus“ry begins at 0C00 hours. As most
workers do not live near the f& ries, they musnt gat up before

0500 hours., Further, Czech brcedcasting stations ase operations

at 2245 hours; the one exception is the new long wave statlon, used
for disseminating propaganda abread, which siays on the alr until
around midnight. This ban on lats evening br shing, lordered in
January 1952, increases the danger of Jdetectiosn while ligtening to
VOA since even the tunilng-in of forsign staticens is often accompanied
by sharp sounds in the speaker.

The programs beamed to Czechoalcevakia preve that VOA has much good,
factual material about the CSR. But one gets ths lmpression that VOA
does not have up-to-date information concerning the people, le, thelr
state of mind after three years of Communist propaganda and mental
pressure. This lack of understanding seems to me to be the major
cause of difference in the reacticn of listeners tc RFE and VOA.

This lack of understanding on the part of VOA might be caused by
isolation or by insufficient contact. In this respect, RFE has a
tremendous advantage 1n having its headquarters close to the Czech
border; 1t 1s able to establish dirsct contact with refugees, and
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can "eavesdrop at the Iron Curtain". It appears to me %that VOA, lcc-
ated on a distant continent, either does not get enough intelligence
reports about the people of Czechoslovakla, c¢r such reports reach
VOA through such complicated channels that they arrive too late to
glve an up-to-date picture.

A few years ago 1t would have been impossible to try to describe

the state of mind of the averapge Czech citizen. The years of oppres-
sion, however, have united the country as never before, First of
all, the natlon as a whole feels a certain amount of gullt for what
was allowed to happen in February 1948. It 1s important that VOA
take this into arcount when dealingz with exiled Czechs and Slcvaks.,
For those left in Czechoslovaltla, there are no symbols of liberation
or resistance movements, =ither at home or abroad. Those movements
symbolized by Thomas Masaryk during World War I, and by Dr. Benes
during World War II were accepted with patrictic enthusiasm as
symbols of liberation at mhe time. But now such movements simply do
not exlst 1n the hearts of the Czech people and any attempt to use

a group of exlled political leaders for such a psychologlcal approach
would be met with cold dictrust. I do not mean to rule out future
possibllities 1n this respect. but at this time, I would set a
strict limit on the speeches of exiled polilitical leaders used on VOA.
The Czechs see these exiled polliticians as very lucky individuals,
who somehow managed to get out of the country in time tc go to
"parddise" as the Czechs call the free world., These exlled poli-
ticlans are not directiy blomed for the Communists' rise to power,
but there 1s a strong general bellef that as leaders they dld not
fulfill thelr obligations, thav they did not do everything they
might have to prevent the trozedy. Above all stands the fact that
not a single shot was fired that the Red coup was followed by
the chaotic desertion of msn; nceratic leaders who had not attemp-
ted any organized or cvaon u ilrmed, symbolic resistance. It is
easy to see that this morn: is in the minds of all the people.
Life under the Communist o with its slavery and terror, 18
consldered by many cof the Cu: '

a5 a “eleansing vath™. They feel
strongly that moral guldance muct com:z from their own ranks and not

.from emigrants. This {act should always be kept in mind by VOA

when preparing programs with or about exiled pclitical leaders. The
people of Czechoslovakia are iockding in vain for new moral leader-
ship fer the nation, in whilch they can put thelr raith. They dis-
trust big words and empty cpeeches; aboubt democracy. No longer are
they willing to listen to "old fashloned" speeches contalning empty
phrases which sound patrictic. HNaturally, spesches made by exiled
Czech politiclans often fall in thigs category. Such broagdcasts
have no good effect and often are damaging to the cause of the West.
The people in the CSR have not fergotten Munich in 1938 or what
happened in Prague in February 1948; both are considered by the
Czechs as complete fallures on the part of the Western democracies.
Thls should not be interpreted to mean that the Czechs no longer
belleve 1n democratic ideals. Quite the opposlte 1s true, but the
Czechs d;fferentiate between empiy speeches about democracy and
redl democracy, the philocophy of free men. I think 1t 1s true that
the Czechs have a high level of education; moreover, the majority pos-~
sesse8 the abllity to think independently. There is no danger that
the population would not understand or would not listen to quota-
tions from the Bible, Loneccln, Masaryk, or an exposé made by

Dean Acheson before a seszion of the UN. But they will not swallow
the preachings of a self-righteous US Senator, for example! even
less will they accept the words of exiled Czech pollticlans. MNost.
such politicians cooperated with the Communists and then left the
country without attempting any sort of defense for democratic 1deals.
This 1s a bitter plll in our history, and it should be taken into
consideration, nct only by VOA writer:s but also by the poliley-
making body of VOA.
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great majority of these oppressed peoples; they see no other chance .
to regain their freedom. During the past yesr the overall situation 1
inside Czechoslovakie has become so unbearable that the Czechs no
longer fear s wer and the devaststion that inevitably accompanies
it. Tuey are willing to see thelr country a shambles in order to
ragoain their freedom. This feeling 1o strong in Czechoslovakia which
suffered relatively little in World War II compared to Poland and
some other countries, If VOA must dissemdnate pescs propagands in
ite programs, they should not be beamed 4o Czecsrhoslovakla. I do not
» that VOA should immediately launch a campaign of wer propaganda,
wb slmply that the above facts should be taken into conslderation
in preparing programs.

in mv opinion, VOA does not have the correct pleture of the attitudes

of the Czechs toward religilon and the churcheg. Iven though Czech-

reiovaklia is ntatlstleally st1ll a strong Cathuliic nmation, the fig-

vress do net represent, by any means, the true victure, There is

7411l a feeling of coldneps toward the Vaticain, even among the old,

davout Cathollics. The Czechs believe that they were never too well

liked by the Vatican, therefore it does not do .uny geod for VOA to

mention repeatedly the changed feelings of the Vatican toward ¢he

Cz2ehs. It 18 true that the desperate life in Czechoslovakia brings

puople closer to religlon, but the VOA makes nc distinction batween

ciureh and religion, The Czechs are leaning nmore on raligilon in

the general sense of the word rather than on a particular church,

denomination, or gect. If they attend church wmore frequently, I

think 4t 1s to spend more time in meditation, for moral encourage-

mant, or even to protest agalnst the regime. VOA'!s religious pro-

arams, 1n my oplnion, should be limited to non~dziuominational dbroad-~

couts utllizing passages from the Bible, or f{rom the religicus -
writings of great authors which are now barmned in Czechoslovakia. i -
I den't think the VOA should expect favorabie results from too many ]
speeches by exiled priests or American church leaders of Czech or

Slovak origin, Such persons undcubtedly love thelr old country, but |
they usually £111 their speeches with heavy piuace:. whizh do nothing -
hut cause confuslon in the minds of the Czechs as to the position of »
the free world in respect to the CSR. These peuple again and again

tell thelr listeners not to give up, and to believe liberation 1is

near because the good God will see to 1t. This stavement may be

appreclated by a small number of o0ld Slovak peasants, but most of

the people begin to lose falth in their liberation if such a senti-

ment 18 repeated over a long period of time. They are quick to point

out that they welted 300 years for liberation from the German Heps-

Lurg dynasty, and that God had been witnessing the massacres and

terrcr in the USSR for 30 years; they are therefor: convinced that

waiting for liberation from that source is hopeless. I may have

expresged this too bluntly, but I am convinced that this is the true

situation; and I am trying to show the mental ~ttitude cf the Czech

pcople in the best way I know how.

The German questlon is of great interest to the Czzch people, YTheve
are¢ perhaps no two natlions which have been Lightilug s8¢ conbinucusly
thirough the centuries, and at th: same time 1iving so ulose, in the
political, economlc and cultural flelds. In case of war, the Czechs
would welcome US forces with open arms, but they iear that the aew
forces of Germany would come in revenge. Now whan the sclutlon of
the German problem has become the cornerston: of the foture of Burope
and the world, VOA maintains almost complete <ilicence on the matter.
At & tinme when the Communist presses are hlasting the West on the
Geiman problem, the Czechs are getting very limitid luformation freom
TOA on the subject, and no comments whatescsver rogurding Czech
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interests. The people of the CSR are of the opinion that no answer
is an answer too, and that something is being done of which the US
and the Weest are ashamed. It is true that the Germon question is

not the number one problem facing the Czechs today (of first impor-
tance, of course, is how they can throw off the Communist yoke),
nevertheless, 1t still remains of fundamental interest to the people.
There 1a complete ccnfusion in the minds of the Czechs as to the
positiomn. of the US regarding the German problem; one often hears

the remark that the US 1s willing to satisfy all German asplrations
without regard to thz smaller matlons, especlally the Slavie., If

1t were properly aired, I belleve the people of Czachoslovakila

would understand the role ~f Germany and her lmportance in the common
struggle against Communism, .

News rcoverage by VOA 1s very good, particularly the coverage of world
eventia, which finds no critilcism among the listepers; 1t is this
coverape ol world news which gives VOA sguch a larpge aulienve, The
reporting 1z curevant, exact, and objective. It 1s no siaggaration
to sy the whole CSR dapends on VOA for world news., Nob so good,
however; 1s VOA's coverapge of Czech domestic news. It nust be

: ibered that the Czech press and radio do not kessp the people in-
formed ab:ut eithier world happenings or domestic events., VOA should
not cacriiice 1ts world coverage but should pay more attention to
Czecl: domestlc news and problems. It seems to me thot 1f VOA could
utliize 05 Govermment ceports on Czechoslovakia without breaching
pecarity, mhay wonld bave an excellent source of news and comment,

sulffficilent for VOA to prepare news breadcasts bused on
ownat 1s wore Important, great attention shewld be gilven
pensibllity for the effects of the broadeasts. I would

iike two examples of VOA's reporting whizh, in my opinion,

show wnhal lacl of knowledge of the situation in Czechoslovakia
as well no a complete lack ol Loresight, politleally specaking, on

the part of The writers,

() On several oceasicas inm September 1951, VOA reported prepara-
tlons for resettlumant of the refugees [rom the famous
"Kouvalinka Freedom Train". As I recall, the VOA announcer
fald something to thls effect ".,.and elght passengers from
the Freedom Train viers refused immigration visas to Canada for
security reasons. The group, led hy Dr. Svec, has to remain
in Germany while the rest of the lucky, free people are on
thelr way to Canada and the USA, ete..." From the comment that
followed this news, all listeners could readlly recognize that
the writer and even the announcer were pleased thas former CP
members were rejected for securlty reasons and had to remain
in Germany. For wost Gzechs, having to stay in Germany 1s
like "Daniel 1n the lion's den™, As a result of such reporting,
the majority of the members of the CP, although strongly
epposed Lo the regime, feel that they are forced to stick 1t
out with the Party until the last moment since they see no
other way out: frow the VOA they can diszern ao trace of hope
or encouragement, and certalnly no advantasze in defeating to
the West. In effect, thls broadcast undoubtelly discouraged
defectors from the Soviet orbit. I do not mear that VOA should
falsify the news, but In this case a politlcally acubte writer
wonld simply have stated that some of the people were going to
Canada and tha U3 end that the others wouid be resettled in
other parts of the world.
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(b) Another example of harmful reporting: recently a Slovak arch-
iteet c¢neaped with hils famlly and a friend across the Morava
River into Awatela In an old amphiblous Jeep. The refugee man-
aged to lnuuce a Communist official, either through bribery
(probably with black market meat) or alcoholic means, to help
him get the jeop intc the restrlcted area at the Morave River
border; the full name of offlclal was broadcast over VOA:-and this
probahbly rcoulted in the death penalty. What sort of official
this man was 1s not important; what 1s important is the effect
of such a broedcast cn other officials, such peonle as border
guards, wio rndght have purposely missed when they fired at
fleeing refupzes, I threatened by public denunciation via
VOA (to wilech the officials probably listen in secret), the
nunber of people belng assisted or "allowed" to come across
the borders will decrease to nil, 7There are other Communist
offfedials, L wn suce, who would consider helping people flee,
but if thry wilil have to [ace such compromising revelations,
they will cerbsinly atvandon any such 4deas. In such cases,

i Jondves can 2urcly serve no useful purpose. If such a
erezon s really a "lyed-in-the-wool" Communist, his day of
reckonims will eventually come anyhow. The chances are, however,
that ke has tollen hls one opportunity of "kicking the Red Regime
iIn the seat of the pants", Sueh reporting only increases the
ruthlessness with which Communist orders are carried out because
there is no doubt that corrective measures will be taken to
insure fhat siimilar happenings do not occur in the future. The
fact that UP, AP, or INS made the original report is no excuse
for VOA. Border guards and Communist officials, with the
cxcepuion of those in the higher echelons, are never allowed
Lo read focelgn newepapers, so that the only way they learn of
meh demaneloabions 1o freom foredgn broadcasts. I was not in {
Cucchoslovall’ « o% thoe time of the above incident, but I can well
Imagsing the 0l wonentment that swept the nation when they

heaed the brosaiee:

A4, In my opiuion,
tator should ;1
listeners; Lo

b comrentaries on VOA are not sc good. The commen-
: r in the positlon cof the unhappy, desperate
sovUoive the impression that he 18 speaking from
a sense of azxcy, oo thist ho 1o reading from a dry textbook. There
seems tu Lie o consle Liask of optimism in the broadcasts. I do not
mean that VOA ohovlia ceslor its programs so as te eatablish unfounded
hopes. The Cueed listcnwr 1s cager to hear more comments on domestic
i1ssues, such as specches of Red leaders, meetings of parliament (as
well as othesr official meetings), articles in Red nevwspapers, etc.
The programs of Radio Prapue could serve as a rich source not only
for commentarics, vt also for jokes, questlons to Red leaders, ete,
all of which would ¢ cagerly listened to by the Czechs. I am
continually szurpriced that VOA does not explolit the stupidity of
the Communists us cxhibited by their lies. Some quite important
events are left without comment by VOA. A striking example of this
was the reply by the US Department of State to official Czech pro-
tests regarding the reamming of West Germany and encouraging Nazi
elements among Germsn expellees from Czechoslovalkia. Of lcourse the
answer from the US was not mentioned by Czech newspapers or by
Radio Prague. In iny opilnion, the US reply was masterfully written,
stating clearly not only the polilcy of the US regarding the re-
settlement in Germuny of three million Germans expelled from Czechos-
lovakia but also sbout the progress beilng made in the program. The
US no doubt felt that Czeeh fears had been allayed and that they had
not irritated the Germans. But thls important statement of US pollicy
hardly reachei the Czech people because VOA did not even broadcast
in 1ts entirety the official statement. Such an item should have been
broadeast several times and included extensive and serlous comments .
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A weekly program should be devoted to the progress of science
in the "Free World". The people of Czechoslovakia, hermetically
sealed off from the West, arc cager to learn about the latest
technical and scientific developments. Such a prcgram would
give the people added confidence in the growing strength of the
Western World.

I suggest that a weekly program be directed at Communist

Party members during which the Party would be attacked relent-
lessly. Purges of long standing Party members, thelz‘ otrenses
and threatened punishments should not only dbe reported

also made the subject of commentaries. The 1ife and deeds,
promises and lles of Communist leaders should be publicized.
By the same token, rank and £ile CP members chould be warned,
but 1t should be pointed out that they will be Jjudged by their
deeda &and not Just by Party membership. Such e program would
cause chans and disorganization in Czechoslovakia, and increase
passive resistance on thc vart of the Czechs.

ortant news published in news-
arly items concerning achievements
i the USSR, ete, should be

rue plcture given by VOA. This

It is my opinion that all
papers in the CSR, particu
of the regime, cooperation i
explained in detall and the
should be done regularl;

for the average person in the CSR when

o a part of the daily life of the
the whole natlon tries to tune
nuiber of people listening to VOA,
se maling these brcadcasts.

A great deal of harm can be dolic irresponsible broadcasting. In

thls connectlon I would like % aize the following points:

(a) A greater sense of responsibility should be adopted and more care
should be devoted to fact reporting.

(b) More emrhasis should bo pinccd on the survival of people behind
the Iron Curteln and le the American way of life; ie, more
attention should be dev + vents and problems in Czechos-
lovakia.

(c) More of the human touch and more optimism should be included
in programs.

(d) The Communist Party should be more severely attacked; govern-
ment leaders should be assailed, but not to such an extent
that the plain people would he forced to stick with the CP out
of desperation.

(e) The people of the CSR should be convinced of the growing strength
of the West; VOA should keep harping on the backwardness of the
Soviet orbit in all fields of sclence.

(f) All programs should be preparad with the thought that the Voilce

of America is playing a majJor rolc in shaping the future course
of histery durling this crucial struggle.
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